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near this river. 

The Shawsheet fort however, has been later, similarly called 
until the 13th century A.D in Arabic sources. Abd A1 Rashid Ibn 
Saleh A1 Yakouti in his book jL_5Vi ^ "The Brief of The 
Remains" repeats the same description with special reference to 
these cauldrons as stony ones. (*) 

The issue that calls for attention here is that of the big 
cauldrons used for boiling salty water for extracting salt. 

"Al-Kidr" _,j — ui (the cauldron) in Arabic means Kazan ^ij 1 * in 

Turkish. Therefore, there may have been a relationship between 
the name of Kazan and that of "Jawsheez". The origin of name 
may be changed to express the main Sight in the place. 

Moreover, we could add another interpretation to those by 
Al-Margani, that is, the name Kazan could have also meant the 
big cauldron used for boiling water. 

As for the "Weter-Boronah" < . j Uj fort, A1 Kazwini 

described it as a strong one close to Shawsheet, meaning that it 
was established in the north too. 

This is another evidence that a series of fortification were 
built in this direction and many forts had been built, or at least, 
planned to be built in the same Period of Ibn Fadlan in the tenth 
century. 



(1) Manuscript, Dar A1 Kutub A1 Misriyah, Buldan Temour, No. 165. 
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Let us now compare between the description of in 

Ibn Fadlan's book & Shawsheet of A1 Kazwini : 

Ibn Fadlan says that the king of Bulgar moved to the north 
and camped for two months in the Three Lakes area where he was 
joined by the Khaliph's delegation . 

The king was negotiating with some tribes who were living in 
the area, to migrate them from this place to another called 
• . Aj i - j Jawsheez River. 

As the tribes were afraid from the king, they all moved to the 
new place to settle in. This new place has been described by Ibn 
Fadlan as a narrow, shallow river running near a wide valley. 

The king may have tried to make some changes in the 
population of the north sector for military and defence purposes. 



A1 Kazwini describes the shoseet fort as having a salty 
water spring. This country, as he said, did not have any sources 
for salt; thus, when they needed salt they took water from the 
spring with which they filled the cauldrons and left it on the stove 
of broiling rocks kept red hot by a great fire. The water 
evaporates and the solid white salt then precipitates; this was the 
method of processing salt throughout the region of the 
Sakalibians. 

Obviously, the "Shawsheet” fort refered to by Al-Kazwini - 
upon the Judge Al-Bulgari's description - must have been built 
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Ibn Fadlan : 



_* ( J ) may be Persian _* ( ch ) = _Y 

The drawing of j (Z) may be changing 

drawing of * ( t ) = c«A>u -r 

The Arabic Pronounciation : 

( Arabic uses ju (sh) instead of pe,rsian ) OuuijLii — A t 

or u » jt £ — B 
or - C 

The last one was known after one century from Ibn Fadlan's 
delegation . 



A1 Kazwini 




Ibn Fadlan * * 

A1 Karzini IoojJuJjuu 
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between them, Khazars and Russians, assuring the constancy and 
feeling of power in Bulgar as a result of reinforcing the territories 
and building the fostifications. 

Unfortunately, the most important source that handled this 
issue of fortifications, entitled : The History of Bulgar by the 
Judge Abu Mohamad A1 Noman A1 Bulgari, was lost. The author 
of this book was a friend of Imam Abul-Maali Al-Gowaini who 
died in 1085 AD. This means that the book was written almost 
one and half century after Ibn Fadlan's delegation. 

Fortunately, however, we find extracts from this book in 
another written by the historian Zakariya A1 Kazwini, entiteled 
aLyJi jUMj x>ui jtri i.e. The Remains of Countries and The News 
of People. In this book the author mentioned two strong forts in 
Bulgar : The first, was "Shosheet u, * " fort, and the other 
was a near by one called " Water Boronal : ^ >1* 

Upon investigating this name "Shosheet” was find it very 
close to the name "Gawsheez" mentioned by Ibn Fadlan. 

Phonetically, the *g* sound must be pronounced 'dj' and the 'z' 
sound could be 't' sound at the end of the word. As such the 
pronunciation could be "Chawsheet" L-* rather than 



"Gawsheez" : 
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